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VETERINARY EMPLOYMENT. 


‘ As the situation becomes clearer, we are begin- 
ning to be able to form some forecast of the develop- 
ments of the near future, We can now see enough 
of some coming changes to consider their probable 
effect upon the profession. 

The military proposals render it certain that our 
army will remain much larger than it was a few 
ae back. This will have two effects upon us. 

ore veterinary surgeons will be required for the 
army than in the old times; thus a field of veteri- 
nary work which for many years has been one of 
the most attractive to our young graduates, will be 
Ss expanded ; and its conditions are more 

ikely to improve than to deteriorate in the near 
future. This will mean a consequent reduction in 
the number of veterinary surgeons immediately 
available for civil life, with less danger of unemploy- 
ment in that sphere. 

The new responsibilities we are to undertake in 
non-European countries will operate in similar 
directions, though perhaps not to so great an extent. 
More veterinary surgeons will be wanted for over- 
seas, with a corresponding decrease in the numbers 
left for home work. 

In this country, two conflicting factors will be 
in action. Those branches of our work which arise 
from the luxuries of clients have been greatly 


- diminished, and will not speedily regain their former 


importance. On the other hand, the economically 
important side of veterinary work will maintain the 
position into which it has now been brought, so far 
as private practice is concerned, while the veterin- 
ary public services will continue the steady progress 
they have made during the last generation. Again 
the reduced strength of the profession must be 
taken into account. 

- Broadly, there seems to be less danger of serious 
unemployment amongst us than in many other 

uarters. There must be some difficulties before 
the country settles down; but for the next few 
years it will probably be found that the supply of 
young graduates is falling below rather than ex- 
ceeding the demand. This prospect was one of 
the reasons (and there were others) which justified 
the recent lenience of the Council with regard to 
some examination certificates. There is not likely 
to be any lack of veterinary work for a long time to 
come, There may be difficulty in obtaining an 
adequate reward for it; but so there is likely to be 
in most other fields of work. 


BACTERIAL INFECTION OF WOUNDS 
IN FRANCE, 


In looking over a few old Records I have read 
with some interést two articles entitled ‘‘ Bacterial 
infection of woundsin France.” These articles are 
in the October and November issues and concern 
what is, in nearly all cases, a bite injury to 
commence with—practically every V.O. who has 
been in the army must be well acquainted with the 
condition. 

1 must say I was page | surprised at the 
views expressed—my own, and the experience I 
have had of these lesions, being much at variance 
with what is described. A third contribution on 
the subject may therefore do no harm. 

I have nothing to add as to origin. The fre- 
quency of these injuries here in France can only be 
attributed to the enforced idleness of animals stand- 
ing on lines and unprotected from each other. 
Nearly all are caused by bites, and the location of 
the injury is almost always on the side of the neck 
in front of the shoulders. 

As a result of this bite swelling develops. This 
swelling may be large or small, but usually it is 
full of fluid, fluctuating, and only skin deep. Some- 
times there is considerable extravasation into the 
overlying skin, but commonly this is absent. More 
often than not there is no skin mark, or only some 
trifling abrasion, and incision in a fresh case (that 
is, of 24 hours or less) gives vent to a quantity of 
yellowish or reddish-yellow serous fluid containing 
deposited fibrinous matter. This, then, is the 
injury which constitutes the initial and startin 
point of the so-called “fibrous or bacterial” nec 
tumour. 

Personally I have not witnessed the process of 
growth of one of these tumours, but have seen a 
fair number after they have “been formed, and to 
my mind their growth can and should be avoided. 
dn the first place, I have no hesitation in saying 
that primarily these ‘serous swellings” are not 
bacterial—and never should be, and that I cannot 
but regard the secondary unsightly fibroid callus as 
the result of either too timid treatment, or of treat- 
ment vastly over-zealous. 

The tiny opening for syringing and drainage 
purposes which becomes choked and closed up 
between the times of dressing is about equal in its 
results to the curetting and packing method. Both 
effectually prevent adhesions and healing when the 

arts first vascularise or are about to do so, and 
th lead to an active and dense proliferation of the 
fascia lining the interior. With the best of inten- 


tions or | effectively strangle Dame Nature in what 
term one of her best moods, and the 
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fibrous tumour with its unhealed centre is neither 
more nor less than a natural outcome of retardation 
of her healing effort. 

I will give my reasons for so saying, and my 
theories, which are quite simple. To begin with, 
when a horse bites another one “ on the side of the 
neck” he generally grabs and ‘hangs on’’—you 
hear his teeth snap as the victim springs clear and 
frees the pinched-up skin—skin only, be it remem- 
bered—at this region. What has happened? 
Injury and tearing of the delicate areolar tissue 
connecting the skin to the flesh, bruising and some- 
times laceration of minute blood vessels, especially 
veins. The lymphatics too should not be forgotten. 
Later there is natural inflammation of the injured 
part, natural effusion into the torn areolar spaces, 
and consequent separation of skin from the under- 
lying muscle. The size of swelling will vary with 
the extent of theinjury, the most important factors 
being, I think, the amount of torn or separated 
areolar space, and the bruising or thrombosing of 
return vessels. A subcutaneous fluid swelling is 
the result. This is of small size, usually dis- 
appears in a few days if left alone, but larger ones 
on the contary tend to increase slowly but none the 
less surely, and may, as one of the writers observes, 
reach surprising proportions if not operated upon, 

One has often asked oneself the question ‘“ Why 
does this fluid not absorb?” I am inclined to 
think that damaged venous or lymphatic return 
vessels offer the chief explanation of the phenomen- 
on, in’ addition, the skin attachment of the area 
here involved is loose in character, and separation 
being once started further separation will proceed 
most readily. Movement is free and frequent, and 
some pumping action doubtless occurs, especially 
with the neck movements towards the uninjured 
side. No doubt, too, lymphic deposit on the inner 
surfaces of the cavity plays quite a part in hinder- 
ing absorption and aiding the process of tumour 
enlargement. Be that as it may, what we get is a 
large und increasing swelling. Our aim and pur- 
pose is to get rid of this in the speediest possible 
way. 

TREATMENT. 


Perhaps I have theorised a little unnecessarily in 
the preceding paragraphs, but I thought it essential 
to the proper understanding of my ideas and the 
methods I have followed. We have a fluid sub- 
cutaneous swelling bounded on the one side by the 
firm musculature with its covering of fascia, on the 
other side by the inner skin surface, also smooth, 
dense, and clothed with fascia. The skin is intact, 
the contents aseptic. 

If the swelling be small, leave it alone. As before 
said, it will absorb in a few days. But if it be of a 
larger size and not likely to disappear naturally 
within a reasonable time, open it. Nothing is to 
be gained—rather the reverse, by waiting for the 


‘swelling to become large, with further loss of valu- 


able skin attachment. Swab the part with Iodine 
and make a free incision; as a general rule from the 


centre of the swelling to its lowest point. Now 


press the skin flat down and remove any extruding 


fibrinous deposit, but on no account explore the 
wound in search for more. It is still aseptic ; 
leave it so. 

The animal should be placed by himself, or along 
with quiet neighbours, and twice daily the skin on 
each side of and above the wound is gently pressed 
flat down and the lips swabbed with Tr. Iodine— 
the first to ensure that no discharge or fluid is by 
chance being retained; the second to delay or 
hinder outside infection. Plugging, syringing, or 
bathing is strictly tabooed, the area being kept as 
nearly as may be immobile—that is—left alone. 
The only real essentials to success may be summar- 
sed now. They are :— 

1. That the preliminary incision or incisions be 
so placed, and of such extent, that until the wound 
is dry and has ceased discharging, no fluid or dis- 
charge can at any time be retained. 

2. That the interior of the wound be not 
disturbed. 

Further than these, nothing really matters. 

One must remember in dealing with these cases, 
that both sides of the wound cavity are, to com- 
mence with, smooth and coated with fascia ; blood 
and capillary vessels are lacking, and, compared 
with the usual flesh wound, conditions for natural 
healing are in consequence not so satisfactory. 
This disadvantage, however, is only temporary, the 
surfaces rapidly vascularise, and, providing the 
little attachments present, or forming, are left 
intact (and a few most valuable strands of tissue 
are nearly always there to begin with—if not 
thoughtlessly removed or broken down) healing 
follows on normal lines. Also, in our favour in 
dealing with these subcutaneous wounds, as com- 
pared with wounds generally, the wound cavity is, 
until we incise it, aseptic and the incision made is 
exactly where, and of the extent, we would have it. 
Drainage therefore is perfect and constant, and 
with perfect drainage how many wounds ever cause 
trouble? Practically none. 

For the first two or three days discharge is fairly 
profuse, then it rapidly diminishes, and ceases in 
from about a week to a fortnight, depending on the 
size of the cavity. In its place is left a flat slightly 
raised swelling, showing the yet unhealed cut in its 
lower half. Thie swelling also in its turn soon 
disappears. 

Outside germ contamination may or may not 
occur, but when it does happen it is usually not 
until 2 or 3 days after opening up, and is invariably 
mild and confined to the lower parts of the wound. 
Indeed a little pus infection at this period does not 
appear to materially alter the progress or result. _ 

Following the above method I have had no trou- 
ble with these cases, and recovery has been invari- 
ably satisfactory. No blemish or thickening 
remains. In a few, crinkling of the skin persisted 
for 3 or 4 weeks, but this happened only in those 
where the undermining had been very extensive. 
Provided that harness does not interfere with the 
affected part, the animal may be used, if wanted, as 
scon as all discharge has ceased, but care should be 
taken not to return him too early to the lines— 
alongside the very horse, perhaps, that bit him in 
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the first instance. For a little while, the injured 
part would readily yield to a second bite. 

In conclusion, I may say I have advocated this 
treatment tc several V.O. I have met here in France; 
and to those who have not tried it, or who have 
trouble with these cases, I can only say that if 
they adopt this treatment they will have no after 
regrets, Indeed, I feel sure they will soon come to 
regard this injury, asI do, as one of only minor 
importance. 

JoHn Ropson, M.R.C,v.8. Capt. A. A. V.C. 
27th Feb. 1919. 


_-- 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


SuppEN IN THoracic EFFrusions. 


Sudden deaths in the course of thoracic effusions, 
which are sometimes reported in man, may also be 
seen in the domestic animals. Ducasse reported a 
case in a horse in 1908, and Petit two cases in dogs 
in 1913. Lasserre and Lesbouyries, in evue 
Vétérinaire for 1914, reported the two following 
cases in cats, which occurred within five months. 

The first animal, which presented clinical symp- 
toms of pleurisy with effusion, died at the moment 
when the recta! temperature was being taken with 
a view to the tuberculin test. The animal, after 
struggling violently, died suddenly. Post mortem 
examination confirmed the diagnosis, revealing 
tuberculous pleurisy with pulmonary caverns. 

The second cat showed a bilateral dulness of the 
chest to percussion. While auscultation was being 
carried out, the animal suddenly fell into syncope 
and died. This cat was affected with pyo-pneumo- 
thorax of non-tuberculous nature; microscopic 
tests and the inoculation of the guinea-pig both 
gave negative results. 

In these two cases it seems that the syncope, 
which was facilitated by the abundance of the 
pleural effusion, had its origin in the verv acute 
agitation of the first subject at the moment when 
the temperature was taken; and in the manipul- 
ations of auscultation and percussion in the second 
subject. 

The practical conclusion to be drawn is that, in 
. the case of any animal suspected of being affected 
with a pleural effusion (and the respiratory 
discordance should awaken the suspicion) the 
veterinarian should exercise extreme care in aus- 
. cultating and percussing, and avoid either agitation 
of the animal, excessive pressure, or sudden changes 
in the different attitudes necessary for the ex- 
amination. 

A Belgian commentator adds the three following 
cases from his own recent experience. The first 
was a dog affected with purulent pleurisy following 
upon distemper. One day this animal was placed 
upon his back, and was then attacked by a fatal 
syncope. The other two cases were in cats showing 
symptoms of pleurisy. Both died in the course of 
manipulations necessary for the examination of the 
chest; and both were found post mortem to be 
affected with tuberculosis.—(Annales de Médecine 
Vétérinaire). W. R. C. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 
{NarronaL V.M.A.—Irisn Brancu.|} 
(Concluded. from p, 822.) 
SPECIMENS. 


The CuarrMAN: Before you discuss Mr. Magee’s 
paper I wish to put a few specimens on the table. Un- 
fortunately there are very few of these brought forward 
at our meetings. 


Natural repair of Fractured Femur. 


The first is the femur of a collie dog. Some 
the dog was sent to me suffering from a fracture of the 
femur. Being of the opinion tuat there was very little 
chance of setting it properly in the ordinary way, I sug- 
sted to the owner to let me put the dog under chloro- 
orm, cut down on the fracture and wire the broken ends 
together. He didn’t like the idea and decided to let 
the patient take his chance. 

I was informed that a couple of years previously the 
animal had broken the same bone, and that it had unit- 
ed by itself. 

The owner, adopting the same treatment again, let the 
dog “have his fling” and, strange to say, union again 
took place spontaneously. I have seen the dog many 
times chasing up and down the village, and the only sign 
of his having had a fracture was a pronounced lameness. 
Last week he bit a child, and his master sent him to me 
to be destroyed, which I did with chloroform. By exa- 
mining the bone you can see that the unions after the 
fractures were bad, with the result that the bone seems 
to be twice as thick as its fellow of the other leg, and 
nearly an inch shorter. 

Urinary Calculus in a Bull. 

The next is portion of the penis of a bullock, showin 
a very good specimen of acalculus in situ. 1 aske 
the owner to let me operate, but as the animal] was fairly 
fat he preferred to send him to the butcher. The usual 
symptoms of urethral calculus are loss of appetite, 
wasting, frequent urination—every half hour or so, 
kicking at the belly and switching the tail. There was, 
however, one symptom in connection with this case 
which I have never observed before, nor have I seen it 
mentioned in any text book. The bullock with his fore 
feet would sometimes scrape away the grass for about. 
three or four feet and having made a shallow hole in the 
clay would lie down with his belly in the hole. 

Mr. Heaty : He improvised a catheter. 

Mr. Maer: I think his idea was to try and cool the 
abdomen. 

Impaction in a Dog. 

The third specimen is one which I found in the intes- 
tine of a terrier that died from stop When brought 
to me the dog was in extremis, and I told the owaer 
that I could not really say what was wrong with him, 
but that there was no hope for him. He died a few 
hours later. I found a couple of feet of the small bowel 
packed with what at first seemed to be some new form 
of tape worm. It completely puzzled me. On exami- 
ning it closely [ found it consisted of numerous thin, 
tupe-like strips of rubber. A young lad who was help- 
ing me said that it was the inside of a golf ball. e 
owner afterwards told me that the terrier was very fond 
¢ taking up golf balls in his mouth and playing with 
them. 

A useful Instrument. 


This is an instrument called Malloch’s Dent wedge, 
which possibly some of the members may not have seen. 
I think it is one of the best, and cheapest mouth gags on 
the market. It is simple, and cannot go out of order. 
It takes up very little room, and is equally serviceable 


for horses and cattle. Yesterday I used itin a bad case 
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of choking in a cow. The obstruction was a large raw 
potato which was firmly wedged in the commencement 
of the gullet. It was too large to push down with the 
probang, and I found it impossible to get a proper grip 
of it with my fingers to pull it back. Having tried 
various dodges for more than half an hour and failed, I 
finaily succeeded by getting an assistant to press hard 
with his two closed fists on either side of the gullet 
beneath the obstruction and thus to gradually force it 
upa little. This enabled me to get my fingers around 
the potato and to pull it out, to the great delight of the 
poor woman who owned the cow. 

I have found this gag extremely useful on many 
occasions, and I think it is well worth bringing under 
the notice of the members. 

Mr. Heaty : I have been using it for some time, and 
it is of great advantage in rasping horses’ teeth. If you 
put it in on the near side while working on the off side 
you won’t have half the trouble. I got a tooth rasp 
made by Sharp and Smith of Chicago. ee | have two 
kinds—one that rotates and a flat one. Often if you 
use the usual gag the horse will get cross. 

Mr. Macre: A young horse objects less to it than 
gag. 

r. HEALY: It is also very useful if you get a snoring 
case 


i Blue Urine. 


Mr. MaGEE: The next specimen is, in my experience 
unique. It is blue coloured hair, which I have taken 
from the prepuce of a bullock. Standing a short 
distance from the beast and looking beneath, one got 
the impression that there was a blue, — substance 
hanging from the prepuce. The hairs, as you see, 
appear to be covered with a thin coating of lime salts, 
blue in colour. A short history of the case may be 
interesting. 

He was a two-year-old bullock. A short time after 
he was skulled he commenced to do badly. He kept 
away from his companions, and sometimes walked 
around in large circles. _The owner said there was also 

‘a slight discharge from the butt of the right horn core. 
When I saw him the discharge had stopped, but the 
other symptoms could be observed. Suspecting sinus 
trouble I tested by tapping, but there was no difference 
in the sounds, and no signs of bulging or pain on pressure. 
Thinking that possibly there still might be trouble in 
the sinus, I decided to make, a few days later, an 
exploratory opening through the horn core and to pass 
down a long probe into the sinus. However, before I 
could do this I got an attack of the “flu” and was laid 
up fora month. It was during this time that the herd, 
a most trustworthy man, observed the bullock ing 
blue water. He said it was just the same as’when his 
wife mixed Reckitt’s blue with water for washing. The 
beast passed the blue water for about a week ; it then 
became normal in colour again. i 

We already have red water and black water, but we 
must now add blue water to the list. Although I did 
not actually see the beast passing the blue water, I do 
not doubt the herd’s word for a moment—he could have 
no object in concocting such a story—and the blue 
colouration on the hairs of the Lo ape are, I consider, a 
convincing proof of the truth of his statement. When 
I saw the bullock again he seemed to be picking up and 
showed no signs of head trouble, and although still poor 
— advised the owner to “let well enough 

one”. 

Mr. Heaty: If you can have blue milk you can have 
blue urine. I have seen blue milk from cows. . 


Intussusception. 
Mr. MaGgE: This specimen here is one of the cases of 
intussesception I refer to in my paper. I must apologise 
. for not producing the second specimen of this condition. 


It has got mislai 


Forceps. 
This instrument is Hobday’s bitch forceps which has 
also been mentioned in one of the cases reported. 


CHAIRMAN : You have heard Mr. Magee’s account of 
these interesting specimens. We would like to hear 
some remarks upon them. 

Mr. Macee: Mr. Chairman, before any discussion 
takes place, with your permission I would like to say 
we have with us this evening a member we have not 
seen for a long time—Capt. Winter, and on behalf of all 

resent I bid him “ welcome back.” During the last 
our years I am sure he has seen a good deal of life abroad 
and had many interesting experiences, and, time per- 
mitting, I would like him to tell us some of his 
adventures in the veterinary world. 

Capt. WinTER: It gives me t pleasure to be 
amongst you again. I am sorry that my absence has 
hurt the other association to which [ belong, owing to 
my not having time to resign my position formally. But 
I hope to remedy that and get it into life again. I think 
friendly rivalry helps a good deal. 

As to these specimens, I think they are particularly 
interesting. I have lively recollections of a case of 
choking with a potato, but in my case the potato had 
been boiled. I could touch it with my finger, but 
nothing more. I could not get hold of it with a cork- 
screw nor put it down. Finally I got it away by getting 
the assistance of a man to push against me luntil I got 
behind it. It was the hardest hour’s work I had in my 
life. Mr. Magee’s communications are very interesting, 
especially the case of intussusception in the dog. His 
case of a foreign body is also interesting. At first sight 
I thought it was a tapeworm, but it would bea long one. 

About the amputation of the sow’s organ, I had two 
or three cases like that with different animals, and I 
think it is the only thing to do when you get the uterus 
badly damaged. It is not a formidable operation and 
as a rule results satisfactorily. I have done it with a 
mare and a cow. The mare will kick and otherwise 
injure the part, and the smaller animals wil] walk on it. 
If you get rid of the whole thing from the neck and get 
a clean wound, and get it back into the vagina, the 
result is generally favourable. The whole thing is to get 
it done in time. ; 

I had one or two experiences of horses heing “ set,’ 
and got them “put over” on me too. I knew intimately 
an old man who undoubtedly could set a roarer or a 
whistler and he tried me “ pretty high” once or twice. 
He did me once, but I got him twice afterwards by 
turning up unexpectedly. These cases would be alright 
for about 24 hours. I have examined a horse at his 

lace which I knew to bea whistler and had to pass him, 
but two days afterwards he wasa whistler again. There 
was nothing whatever that I could detect. I would give 
a good deal to know what he used, but he never told me 
nor anyone I know of. Of course if you see a horse 
“dopey” you are not always at liberty to put him back 
for a day until you communicate with your client. Un- 
doubtedly that practice is dying out in the country, but 
it used to be very common when I started practice. 

As to the newly born foals, there is no question that 
they are very liable to constipation, and in a good many 
stud farms it is customary to give a foal an injection of 
linseed or castor oil immediately after it is ae, and 
with very good results. I prefer linseed myself. That 
generally Sates the trouble, a good many farmers used 
to pass a tallow candle into the rectum. 

Mr. Heaty: A glycerine suppository beats that. You 
can’t get tallow candles now. 

Capt. Winter: There are a good lot of old customs 
practised amongst farmers which had a good deal in 
them, 
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The cases of these thoroughbred horses were rather 

culiar. We come up against such cases now and again. 

should think they were cases of poisoning of some 
sort—probably by the fungus suggested here. 

These cases are very common all over America, and 
the subject there has not been fully threshed out, owing 
to the districts being thinly populated and the difficulty 
of veterinary surgeons getting round the country. The 
profession however is progressing there. A good deal 
of that is due to the activity of associations, the member- 
ship of which is growing. I had the pleasure of attending 
two or three meetings of the American Veterinary 
Association and they were very interesting. The only 
objection I had was that everywhere I went I was asked 
to give a “talk” and some of the remarks were very 
caustic. [introduced one or two things which I thought 
were good. One was the Rig operation, which I had 
done. Some of them were very sceptical, but they could 
not get a case to operate on. However, they found me 
an old mare and I removed her ovaries in the same 
fashion, which was almost as satisfactory as taking out 
a testicle. One member said he had been doing abdom- 
inal operations for a great many years and never had a 
death. My observation on that was that in my country 
we would think that extremely lucky. (laughter). I do 
not think there is anything more interesting, and which 
promotes discussion amongst members more freely than 
notes on clinical cases, and the production of specimens 
like these. They are the result of every-day practical 
experience, and I think they are very interesting. Later 
on probably I may be able to relate some of my 
experiences on the other side of the water, when I get 
them together in a more concise form. 

Concerning the two horses, it struck me when I read 
these cases that it is quite possible it may have been 
sorrel poisoning, and if the place isany way near at hand 
it might be werth Mr. Magee’s while to walk round an 
see if he will find auy sorrel in the clumps. I think 
vegetable poisoning in both horses and cattle is much 
more common than is thought. 

Mr. Witxrnson : [ have to thank Mr. Magee for his 
interesting and candid paper. We have had very few 

pers like this that admit deficiencies. As to the sow, 
Foote like to ask did he put on one ligature only, and 
what became of the ligature eventually a [ Mr. Magee : 
Just bring it round and knot it, it sloughs away after- 
wards| I think that forceps for concretions in foals is 
a good suggestion. Like Mr. Healy, I have used glycerine 
with good results. It seems to be very powerful, and 
acts satisfactorily. 

I remember one case of obstruction in a dog, which I 
was told had not passed anything for a fortnight, at any 
rate the animal suffered considerable pain. I examined 
the rectum and found a piece of thread hanging out, and 
when I tried to draw it out it gave the dog excruciatin 
9 On putting my finger as far as I could reach 

elt a needle embedded top and bottom. Finally I got 
rid of it after very considerable difficulty by introducing 
a scissors and cutting the needle in two. { Mr. Magee: 
Had he swallowed a needle?} He must have. It was 
across the rectum, and you could not possibly pull it 
out. The thoroughbred cases seem to me to be narcotic 
isoning. You don’t mention if there were any other 
orses. Tur, Magee : There were only two horses, but 
there were cattle on the land.| I have read some 
accounts in Zhe Record of poisoning from ragwort. It 
— occurred to me there might have been some of that 
ut. 

Mr. Macee: You must remember there was a botanist 
in the case. 

Mr. Heaty : I have to thank Mr. Magee for the prac- 
tical paper we had from him and also for the specimens 
he hasshown. I would only like to refer to the “ setting” 
of horses. I remember one case which occurred at the 


Dublin show. There was a big chestnut horse examined 
for its wind by the late Mr. John Freeman. It was sold 
for a -—. = to a member of the profession, Mr. 
Henry Withers, of London. Mr. Freeman who was 
examining the horse beckoned me over to him while 
galloping the horse for his wind. I got the aroma of 
choloroform from him, and drew Mr. Freeman’s attention 
to it. He adjourned his examination for two days; on 
the third day he was the worst roarer a man could hear. 
That horse had been “set” with spirits of choloroform. 
For the “setting” of a broken winded horse, the old 
tinker treatment of shot and butter is one of the best. 
I remember seeing a case one time with Mr. Ashe of 
Cork, when coming from the fair of Bartlemy, a horse 
dead ina dyke. The man who had bought the horse 
hailed him, but Mr. Ashe said nothing could be done for 
the horse, and that he should be taken to the kennels. 
We went to the kennels the next morning and opened 
him, and found about 60 or 70 pellets of swan shot —old 
fashioned bullets like you would make for a catapult— 
and the stomach was badly ruptured. He had been 
ae by a practical dealer and passed sound of the 
wind. 

Mr. Witkrnson : I had an instance which 
in my own practice within the last six weeks. I was 
asked to examine a very fine draught horse, and the man 
remarked to me afterwards “If it is wrong in its wind, 
itis not your fault.” Three days later the horse came 
in to be shod : | was in the office, and I heard a most 
suggestive cough. I went out to see the horse and here 
was the lovely animal [ had passed sound three days 
before. He had the characteristic heave and cough of a 
broken winded horse. The man said they had a week’s 
agreement, and the horse was sent back. I saw the 
horse about three days afterwards and he was perfectly 
well—no sign of any heave at all. I did not gallop him, 
but the thing was so patent before that an amateur 
would have noticed the difficulty in breathing. There 
was no suggestion that the horse had been “set.” One 
of my friends told me he had met a case of it and he 
had attributed it to spasmodic asthma. 

Mr. Duntop said: [am sure we are all much indebted 
to Mr. Magee for giving us a paper and producing, on 
short notice, such interesting and unique pathological 
specimens. He had always entertained the idea that 
broken wind wasa chronic form of asthma, the result 
of continued congestion and thickening of the lining 
membrane of the minute bronchi. In aged or middle 
age horses very special care should be exercised in 
testing for broken wind. The cough, especially after 

lloping and a drink of water, is a good criterion, and 

e thought a few whiffs of sulphurous acid gas might be 
had recourse to in doubtful cases. He never could 
understand why shot should be used to set the wind. 
Shot is not only dangerous but the lead dissolves 
too slowly in the stomach to have any medicinal 
effect. He thought, for setting the wind, it would be 
hard to beat Professor Dick’s formula, a drami each of 
calomel. opium, and digitalis. He on several 
occasions had his attention directed to the wonderful 
curative effects of a combination of some mercurial 
preparation with digitalis, squills, and certain salines as 
used in the human subject by some eminent physician. 
The effects were most marked in clearing out the smal- 
ler bronchi andasan absorbent in cases of schirrous liver 

So he see there issome simularity between Dick’s 
formula and up to date medical treatment. Needless 
to say it isof primary importance in treating such cases 
to remove the cause, and to attend to dieting and scien- 
tific ventilation (not fresh air, which usually means 
draughts.) 

With reference to union of the fractured femur by 
overlapping, it is on re what nature does sometimes. 

t to 


He had a dog broug im by a lady. The dog had 
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a fracture of the neck of the scapula, the result of a kick 
from aherse. He first a thin gelatine on the hair 
over the — then he applied a bandage in the 
figure of 8 fashion. He then used a suitable thin splint 
extending from near the top of the scapula to the elbow, 
Another figure of 8 bandage with gelatine was applied 
over all. ‘The dog seemed quite comfortable after the 
bandaging and continued to hop about, until one day he 
went into the water for a swim and left bandages and 
splint behind. He evidently found they were no longer 
necessary. 
_Mr. Lampert: I have great pleasure in complimen- 
ting Mr. Magee on his very excellent ” r. I would 
like to make a remark about the gol ball. I came 
across a similar case ina dog. The core of a golf ball 
is very small and hard, and when it gets inte the stom- 
ach opens very easily and gets just like the specimen 
produced, once it comes in contact with any wet. As to 
the “setting” of the wind I have come across several 
cases where men have bought horses and told me they 
had been driving them the day they bought them and 
they were perfectly alright, and the next morning they 
found them badly broken winded, and came to get a 
certificate so that they could return them. I never 
could make out how they were “ set,” they were so bad- 
ly broken winded. As to choking in cattle I would like 
to ask if he had ever tried arecoline in these cases. I 
always like to take my time over a case I cannot manage 
easily, and have always found arecoline very successful. 
As to the fracture of the bone, it is a very common 
occurrence, and I have seen fractures very similar to 
thatone. I have held any amount of post-mortems on 
dogs with jaundice and found intussusception but not 
in every case. I have seen hundreds of cases of puppies 
with raver ste without jaundice. I dont think it 
is necessary to have intussusception in jaundice at all. 
Prof. Craic : I have read with very great interest the 
paper which Mr. Magee has prepared for discussion at 
this meeting and I am glad he has brought forward these 
valuable specimens to demonstrate the conditions which 
he has met: with. The cases he records are well worth 
discussion and in some of them there is no unanimity 
of opinion as to the cause of the condition. There are 
a few points which struck me in reading the paper and 
listening to the further clinical cases which he has 
described. 
As regards the two cases of jaundice with intussus- 
ception I cannot agree with his ideas of cause and effect. 
of jaundice in dogs are not uncommon in this 
seme. ( and their causation has not been ascertained. 
They have been referred to as cases Malignant or 
Epizootic Jaundice. They have been seen in kennels 
where distemper is prevalent, but their connection with 
distemper is not apparent. I have examined a humber 
of these cases. ere are no piroplasms in the blood. 
The jaundice is not due to catarrh or any pressure upon 
or obstruction to the bile ducts. The bile may be easily 
ressed at a post mortem examination from the bile 
Sect into the duodenum. The jaundice in this case is 
robably bacterial or toxic in origin. In some instances 
V have noted, like many others, intussusception of the 
bowel at an autopsy, but I think that the intussusception 
occurred ter ho last stages of the disease. nless 
the telescoped bewel involves the pen into the bile 
duct, it is unlikely that jaundice will follow. 1 therefore 
take it that the intussusception has followed upon the 
jaundice. Trasbot in some experiment ligatured the 
intestine, but the ligation was not succeeded by 
jaundice. 
* With regard te the question of broken wind, I think 
our knowledge of the pathology of this disease is yet in 
a state of chaos. We speak very glibly about broken 


wind, but we don’t know exactly what is the cause of 
the condition. : It is usually referred to chronic vesicular 


emphysema of the lungs, but I question very much 
whether that condition accounts for the symptoms we 
associate with the disease. I have examined cases 
where the post mortem examination revealed very ex- 
tensive emphysema and yet these horses had shown no 
symptoms of broken wind during life. On the other 
hand, [ have examined the lungs of some horses which 
were broken winded and yet very little emphysema 
could be detected at all. Possibly there is more than 
one condition described under the heading of broken 
wind. Some of the cases probably are cases of bronchial 
asthma. No doubt we try to distinguish some of them 
by the cough but it is the temporary reappearance of 
the symptoms which is of the greatest diagnostic value. 
I have no doubt that it is these instances some people 
have been wrongly accused of doping. That the drugs 
which have already been referred to as well as others 
are of value in moderating the symptoms of broken wind 
or giving temporary relief rather indicate that there 1s 
something other than vesicular emphysema to account 
for the condition. 

With reterence to the case of West Indian and Rodney 
Stone, 1 cannot offer any definite opinion as to the cause 
of the trouble. I think I have seen two cases of the 
kind, one in a donkey and one in a carthorse. The 
usual history which precedes haemoglobinuria was not 
present. Both were in good condition and were fed in 
the house and in addition were recieving the same diet 
as some other animals. The urine of these two was like 
tuat of coffee and I thought they were affected with 
haemoglobinuria. Both animals died after a short 
illness. In neither case was there any nephritis and I 
could find no muscular lesions such as one expects to 
meet with in haemoglobinuria. 

Possibly the cases Mr. Magee describes were caused 
by some obscure form of vegetable poisoning. We do 
not yet know whether at certain times or under certain 
conditions some of the common plants may acquire 
poisonous principles. In view of recent investigations 
it is quite probable that this may occur, and an ordinary 
chemical analysis give no indication of the presence of 
the poison. It has been suggested that sorrel may 
account for the condition. I think that the poisonous 
action of sorrel has yet to be thoroughly investigated. 
We know that in France and Canada there is a hae- 
maturia of cattle in which the experimental evidence goes 
to suggest that the cause is an excess of oxalic acid in 
the food, but the cases are chronic. They are not at all 
comparable with those that Mr. Doyle has spoken of or 
those described in the paper. I may say here that I have 
come across a few cases where the history and condition 
of the urine points to the occasional presence, in some 
parts of Iceland, of a disease in cattle similar to that 
described in France and Canada. 

I am glad to hear that Mr. Doyle has been so successful 
in his treatment of the affected animals, whether they 
were cases of wag! age or not. The specimen of 
white hairs which Mr. M removed from the opening 
of the prepuce in the ox I have examined and | note 
that the colour is due to the deposit of lime-salt upon 
the hairs, no doubt coming from the urine. 

Mr. Norris: I speak with considerable diftidence 
upon clinical matters, as it is now some years since I 
have been engaged in general practice. I am, however, 
ety interested in the cases and specimens which Mr. 

agee has so kindly provided for us. The case of the 
sow seems to be another illustration of the insuscepti- 
bility of the pig, to shock and septicemia. As to “wind 
setting” I have very little experience, but I am inclined 
to agree with Prof. Craig, that all such cases are not cases 
of Emphysema of Lungs. Some of them may be 
“Spasmodic Asthma ”—whatever that may be. The 
deaths of the two horses are puzzling—but very inter- 
esting. Mr. Magee and other speakers are inclined to 
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attribute the deaths to some form of vegetable poisoning, | the oats taken from the different farms. Horses and 
and this view of the case I support. Sir. S. Stockman] mules were used in the experiments, and feeding them 


has shown that some plants,—commonly regarded as 
harmless, may by cumulative action cause death, and it 
is just possible something of the kind may have 
operated in these cases. The recent work on the subject 
ty) a and forage poisoning shows there is a great 
field for further research upon this subject, which, 
apparently, has been too long overlooked. 

Mr. CusHNAHAN: I have to thank Mr. Magee for 
bringing before us such important subjects. I remem- 
ber some years ago a similar case of eversion of the 
uterus coming under my notice. The eversion had been 
in existence for some short time, and the uterus had 
become more or less tumefied ; I saw no course to adopt 
other than excision. I passed a double ligature through 
the neck of the tumour and removed the uterus. Of 
course, I was fairly satisfied that no abdominal viscera 
was included in the eversion. These cases are rare, and 
I have not seen any in recent years. 

Broken wind is a very important subject because it is 
really a veterinary legal matter—at the present time 
cases come into the courts where veterinary opinions are 
conflicting. Mr. Wilkinson mentioned spasmodic asthma; 
I remember a short time ago a practitioner who has a 
large practice in the examination of horses told me that 
he had examined a horse and cast him for broken wind. 
Later, when he saw this horse he considered him sound. 
He had no doubt it was a case of spasmodic asthma. In 
my opinion broken wind may be due to spasmodic asth- 
ma or to emphysema: the latter is usually accompanied 
by hypertrophy of the heart When I examined horses 
years ago, I was pretty well satisfied with the character 
of the cough ; I never troubled much with “heaving” or 
“double flank action.” I remember on one occasion 
having examined a horse, and after a stiff gallop I was 
almost satisfied he was right ; but after coughing him 
I was convinced he was “broken winded.” Whether this 
horse was “ set” or not I could not say. Lead has been 
spoken of as the usual agent for this purpose. It may 
have a mechanical action, and cause relief for a time; or 
it may have a physiological one through the nerves. 

The death of two horses mentioned by Mr. Magee 
interests me particularly. It hasopened up a wide field 
so far as the diagnosis of intestinal trouble is concerned. 
I have seen many cases of death due to colic when the 
post-mortem did not help us out as to the cause of death; 
all the organs were perfectly normal, and we could not 
find even a trace of congestion in stomach or intestines. 
As to vegetable poisoning, a good deal has been written 
by experimentors in many countries. Sir Stewart 
Stockman must be regarded as the foremost experimen- 
ter in these countries. Whether death in all cases of 
vegetable poisoning is due to toxinsis hard tosay. Some 
may act by causing impaction; we all know that ina 
horse affected with stomach staggers the condition is 
due to toxin in rye grass at a particular period of “seed- 
ing’—I think it is an accepted theory that this con- 
dition is due to a toxin — in the new hay imme- 
diately after it is cut. 1 have seen many cases, and the 
symptoms shown were undoubtedly toxic. I have also 
seen similar cases occur in cattle during dry seasons. 
These were usually attributed to indigestion, but I 
regarded them as toxic. Recently I have read a paper 
by Professor Graham of the department of Animal 
Pathology, University of Illinois. He, with others, has 
carried out experiments with regard to poisoning by 
certain cereals. At the Kentucky State Veterinary 


Department they found in oats a bacillus resembling in 
all respects the Bacillus Botulinus. Professor Craig says 
that probably the toxin may have been in the plant, but 
Professor Graham and his colleagues satisfied themselves 
that death invariably occurred in the cases experimented 
on through feeding animals on organisms recovered from 


with drinking water contaminated with these organisms 
produced death. Another interesting matter he men- 
tioned was that they treated ruminants from these cul. 
tures and produced an anti-toxin serum. This seems to 
open up a new field of research. [t may have a good 
deal to say in the future in the treatment of colic and 
intestinal cases. 

These cases of vegetable poisoning are well worthy of 
consideration—whether the toxin is elaborated in the 

lant itself, or due tosaprophytic organism on the plant. 

eing that valuable animals die from obscure causes 1 
think that such deaths are werthy of investigation. 

Mr. Magee’s communications are always full of inter- 
est, and I have to again thank him for bringing these 
forward for discussion. 

Prof. Mason: I have been experimenting with 
methylene blue through the whole of Ireland in the 
treatment of contagious abortion, and it is quite ible 
some person has been using it as a remedy for abortion 
and promiscuously used it on all his animals, and that 
a account for this blue hair. With regard to vege- 
table poisoning, when Mr. Doyle was ill some time 
he asked me to look after a few cases for him, His 
qualified assistant asked me to look at some cases which 
he took to be red-water. I knew Mr. Doyle was partic- 
ularly interested in this matter of vegetable poisoning, 
and I did not agree with bis ideas. I treated these cases 
as being red-water and failed miserably. I think this is 
one of the things worth studying—vegetable poisoni 
as distinct from red-water. In these particular cases. 
made no examination of the blood. ‘These were cases 
such as I believe Mr. Doyle has previously treated 
as vegetable poisoning in that neighbour- 


There was one point as regards broken wind which 
nobody seemed to pay any —paponane attention to—the 
mechanical action of shot. We were taught in our young 
days to diagnose broken wind as a want of synchronising 
of the different respiratory parts—you know the double 
heave ; and we thought, whether rightly or wrongly, that 
by loading the stomach with shot we would just restore 
the balance—and it succeeds. Whenever you suspect 
that the thing has been done give the animal a good 
drink of water and the dope has lost its power. 

The CHarrMAN: Before asking Mr. Magee to reply 
I must say how much I appreciated his paper. I-was 
very interested in the cases he described. I would have 
liked a little more information about the case of ampu- 
tation. He said that after applying two ligatures. he 
seared the stump with a hot iron. I wonder was there 
much a ; and if not, why-did he use the actual 
cautery? Was it for the purpose of destroying the stump 
and making it come away more easily, or to sterilise it ? 
The sow being in a colla condition and apparently 
at the point of death, did he give it any restorative or 
stimulant? What atter treatment did he adopt? Did 
he'order the vagina to be washed out periodicaily ; or 

rescribe any medicine for the sow! I would like to 
Seow if he had many cases of this kind, and what. was 
his success with other cases. I remember reading an 
account by an Italian veterinarian of the remarkable 
successes he had with this operation in various animals. 
It would make one think that really he was not telling 
the whole truth. For example, he amputated the uterus 
in 86 cows with 77 recoveries, in 8 mares with 6 recover- 
ies, in 27 sows with 22 recoveries, in 9 bitches with 9 
recoveries, in 4 ea with 4 recoveries, in 3 sheep with 
2 recoveries, and in 3 cats with 3 recoveries. I haye not 
had an operation of this kind myself, but I have hada 
few cases of hysterectoney through the abdominal wall 
with varied success. The most interesting case I had 


was that of a 14 yrs. old Chow bitch afflicted with 
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hysterocele. On opening the hernial sac I found that| that once you grasp the obstruction it cannot slip away, 
it contained portion of both uterine horns which were|as it bulges somewhat through the perforated jaws of 


distended at intervals by swellings varying in size from 
a walnut to a hen’s egg, due to accumulations of pus. I 
jameerey to amputate the organ, and tried in vain to 

raw out the remaining parts of the cornua through the 
hernial opening, the swellings therein prevented their 
exit. I was obliged to incise the hernial ring to enlarge 
it and even then I had difficulty in gettirg them out. 
On bringing the body of the uterus into view I applied 
ligatures in the usual way and removed the organ. I 
swabbed the stump with a solution of potassium per- 
manganate, and finished the operation as usual, iigating 
the hernial sac and suturing the hernial ring and the 
skin. The wound appeared unhealthy for 2 or 3 days, 
then commenced to granulate ss and the patient 
made a good recovery. I consider the case worth men- 
tioning vn account of the combination of the two 
conditions—-hysterocele and pyometra, and the complete 
recovery of the patient although 14 yrs. old. 

I met with a remarkable case of intussusception in a 
mare recently. A valuable 5 — old draught mare 
had difficulty in foaling and a layman, after prolonged 
interference, delivered the foal. The mare straine 
violently afterwards and caused about five feet of inva- 
ginated bowel to be prolapsed through the anus. 

I saw the mare about 16 hours after the accident with 
the prolapsed mass almost touching the ground and 
commencing to gangrene. I considered the case hope- 
less, but decided, in conjunction with another veterinary 
surgeon, to amputate the prolapse after cleaning it and 
drawing upon it to expose a healthy part. 

I brought the peritoneal surfaces of the invaginating 
and invaginated parts into apposition by Lembert sutures 
and cut off the bowel behind the line of sutures. The 
mare was already suffering from the effects of infection 
of the peritoneum, and died the following day. 

The case of obstruction in the foal and the use of the 
forceps in connection with it reminded me that 1 found 
Mr. Kenny’s bitch forceps very good in cases of obstruc- 
tion of the bowel in the dog, where you can barely reach 
it with the finger, one jaw of the instrument serving as 
‘a blunt curette to push between the bowel and the 
impacted mass to break down the latter. 

have nothing to add to what has been said about 
the cases of the two thoroughbreds. 

I think I have never been at a meeting at which there 
was a better diseussion. It was a really good practical 
instructive discussion. We are indebted to Mr. Magee 
for having provided for it by his excellent paper and 
very interesting specimens. 


REPLy. 


Mr. Maces: I am very glad that you have considered 
my short paper interesting. Regarding the remarks o 
Capt. Winter as to the length of time for which a broken 
winded horse can be set, I was inclined to think that 
the effects of the dope would only last 24 hours. My 
father-in-law, who was a horse dealer, told me that a 
horse he bought at a fair remained set for three days 
after bringing him home, and then broke. 

What Capt, Winter says as to the use of a tallow can- 
dle and injections of oil in the treatment of constipation 
in newly born foals may succeed in some cases, but 
with those I refer to I don’t believe that any injections 
or suppositories would have the effect of dissolving the 
hard masses of meconium, the consistency of which I 
can only compare to hard putty, or, in some cases, 
almost concrete. 

Before I adopted this method I lost a foal affected in 
the way I have described. I administered oil by the 
mouth and repeated injections of oi] and warm soap 
solution, and tried to break up the mass with a spoon, 
but it was useless. A great advantage of the forceps is 


the forceps. When gentle traction is applied a piece of 
meconium several inches in length will sometimes come 
away. The outside edges of the jaws being convex 
seems to prevent the bowel being injured. 

In referring to the cases of the two thoroughbreds, 
Capt. Winter said that a good many of these occurred 
in America. I know myself from reading American 
veterinary magazines that they are very keen on the 
subject of forage poisoning, and I also think we have 
more of it over here than we realise. However, the rea- 
son I dont think that this was a case of forage poisoning 
is that they only received the oats and hay when they 
came in each morning. One got bad a few hours after 
coming in, and the other took ill in the paddock. That, 
I think, would point to their having obtained the poison, 
or whatever it was, sometime during the night. The 
oats and hay were above suspicion. As regards Mr. 
Doyle’s suggestion of sorrel poisoning, I don’t think it 
affords an explanation, because there were also cattle in 
the paddock, and they would have become affected just 
as likely as the horses. They were there from June to 


d | October. 


In cases of intussusception 1 think that where 
jaundice is caused by it the telescoping is likely to be in 
the small bowel, because if it were far back in some of 
the large bowels the bile could pass along for a consid- 
erable distance, performing its functions, and would not 
be so likely to be absorbed into the system and cause 
the yellow discolouration of the skin and membranes. 

r. Healy spoke of a whistler being set. I did not 
know it was possible to temporarily prevent the noise 
made by a whistler or a roarer. 1 remember a farmer, 
who was evidently not afflicted with too much conscience, 
once telling me that he succeeded in getting a whistler 

d by giving him a pint of glycerine some hours be- 

ore he was examined. This may be so, for glycerine is 

a wonderful thing in many ways; but I can’t under- 
stand the mechanism of a dose of shot and butter or fat 
disguising the symptoms of broken wind so that it will 
last for 24 hours or more. Professor Mason said the © 
test for that is to give water to the animal. But I gave 
this mare water and hay which she took, but it no 
effect. So evidently shot was not the dope in my case. 

Since I wrote the paper, a horse dealer, who has the 
reputation of knowing most of the tricks of his trade, 
and who apparently has his own idea about “doing his 
bit,” told me that he passed a broken winded horse into 
the army by giving it two wine-glass-fulle of parafiin oil 
in a pint of linseed oil. 

Mr. Wilkinson referred to the difference between the 
symptoms of broken wind and asthma. Personally I 
believe I have only met two cases of genuine asthma, 


f| both of which recovered in a few weeks without treat- 


ment. 

In asthma the respirations have a ny wheezy, 
asthmatic sound which is not present in breken wind, 
although the respiratory movements are often very 
much alike. Insome pronounced cases of broken wind 
you have the characteristic double movement and in 
others you have not—you have only the heaving. I 
don’t know/what the explanation is. That all cases are 
not due tothe sume cause I am confident. I have com- 

letely cured some with vergotinine, while on others it 
the slightest effect. 

Mr. Lambert explained a point about the terrier 
swallowing the inside of the golf ball on which I was 
not clear. I thought he swallowed the ball and that 
the cover was digested in his stomach. [Mr. Lambert : 
He only swallowed the core.] Mr. Lambert asked me 
did I use arecoline in cases of choking. I did so once 
with success in a horse where the stoppage was between 
the lungs. I also gave a little li oil. I think 
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arecoline is 4 thing in such cases. [The Chairman : 
Some say eserine is good.] Mr. Magee: Professor Craig 
is inclined to doubt, and, perhaps, rightly so, that the 
jaundice was caused by the intussusception. I think, 

owever, when you make a post-mortem and find 
invagination of the small bowel and no other pathologi- 
cal condition present, except jaundice, that is a natural 
conclusion to come to that the bile was dammed back by 
the telescoping of the bowel and not vice versa, as he 


8 ts. 

Both Prof. Craig and Mr. Norris spoke of the likeli- 
hood of asthma being mistaken for broken wind. There 
is no doubt that this may easily occur. I think I know 
the case Mr. Cushnahan referred to. It happened in 
County Meath. My own opinion as to the dope most 
often given to broken winded horses by tinkers, etc., is 
that it is one of the drugs containing atropine, however 
they obtain it. {Mr. Knight: Antimeny is the stuff 
they give them. | 

r. Norris’s suggestion that the cases of the two 
thoroughbreds might be the result of the slow accu- 
mulation of some vegetable poison in their systems till it 
became toxic is not, to my mind, satisfactory. If it were 
the case it is improbable that the two herses would have 
become affected within a few hours of one another. [ Mr. 
Norris : Oh, yes, they would. In the experiments the 
animals went down about the same time. It was three 
weeks before an Ay ee was shown and then one of 
the animals suddenly showed acute symptoms and died, 
followed, the next day, by another one. The test in one 
case was ragwort which was su posed to have no 
poisonous effect whatever. It has been shown that the 
poison accumulates in the system until it has a poison- 
ous effect.] Mr. Cushnahan mentioned how unsatis- 
factory post-mortems often are, and I am sure we have 
all had that experience. But I think I can say that in 
almost all fatal cases of genuine colic which I have met; 
where the animals showed manifestations of abdomin 
trouble and did not become paralysed, [ have been able 
to find a satisfactory explanation on post mortem. I 
have, however, met several peculiar cases where the pain 
was associated with paralysis from the start, and to which 
a P.M. examination gave no clue. In my experience 
fatal colic attacks were due to twist, rupture, intussus- 
ception, enteritis. peritonitis and thrombosis. 

rof. Masen suggested that the bullock that pawn 
the blue water might possibly have received methylene 
blue in the form of medicine. I am certain he did not. 

In reply to Prof. O’Connor, my reason for searing the 
stump of the neck of the sow’s uterus was to sterilise it, 
and to prevent possible infection afterwards. I did not 
give a stimulant, although I think it would have been 
advisable. No after treatment was advised—on the 
principle that, in such cases, and with people who often 
dont carry out instructions, it is best to leave well- 
enough alone. I cannot say what ultimately happens to 
the stump behind the ligature, but I am inclined to think 
that it eventually sloughs off. The cases reported by our 
Italian friend, Lanzilotti are certainly wonderful. His 
successes, however, appear to me to be, in vulgar parlance, 
“pretty thick.” A Scotchman would say “1 hae me 
doots.” I have had only two successes, although I have 
performed the operation on six occasions. _ I said there 
are pitfalls to be avoided. If the animal is far gone it 
won’t stand the shock. We must also be very careful in 
tying the ligature, and to leave a sufficiently my bars 
behind it: if the ligature slips off there will be fatal 
haemorrhage. One should also make certain before 
starting to operate that there is no hernia of the in- 
testine into the uterus. I had such a case and it was 
certainly an “eye opener ”. 

In conclusion I have only to express my thanks to you 
for your kind remarks, and for the interesting way you 
discussed my short paper. 


The CuHarrMaNn: I think we may congratulate our- 
selves on the very successful meeting we have had. 

Mr. Norris proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the 
Essayist and said that he always thoroughly enjoyed a 
paper from Mr. Magee because it dealt with matter of 
practical and scientific interest which led to an excellent 
discussion. 

Mr. CusHNAHAN said he had much pleasure in second- 
ing the motion. 

r. MAGEE in responding said he was very glad that 
his paper was so much appreciated and, judging from 
what Mr. Norris had said, he considered he was justified 
in feeling proud of his little effort to provide material 
for discussion at their meetings. He would be very glad 
to do so again but before that he hoped others would 
come forward with papers. He would suggest that their 
President present one soon, en a surgical subject, for he 
had a high opinion of Prof. O’Connor’s skill as a surgeon, 
and had availed of it in connection with operations with 
which he had not been familiar ; but having seen Prof. 
O’Connor operate he had no hesitation in tackling them 
himself afterwards. 

Mr. HEALEY proposed and Capt. Winter seconded a 
vote of thanks to the Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN acknowledged, and said he was grate- 
ful to Mr. Magee for his kind reference to him. 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
{National V.M.A.—NortTHEeRN Brancu.] 


The Annual Meeting was held at the Hotel Metropole, 
Leeds, on Friday, February 21, at 3.30 p.m. 

The chair was taken by the President Mr. S. E. 
Sampson, M.R.C.V.S., Sheftield, and the following were 

resent :— Messrs. MacCarmick, Crawford, Captain 
Renton, Lieut.-Col. Bowes, Lieut.-Col. Mason, Mr. 
Barber, and 8S. Wharam, Leeds ; Major Ellison, Harro- 
gate ; Major Pawlett, York ; Major Geo. Whitehead, 
Batley, P. Deighton, Selby ; J. McKinna, Huddersfield : 
H. Pollard, Wakefield ; and H. M. Holland, Keighley. 

Minutes. Mr. Wharam read the minutes of the last 
meeting, the unfortunately absent from 
illness. Moved by Mr. MeKinna that the same be 

pologies : Correspondence. ogies for absence 
from Mr. Locke, Dr. Bradley, and Mr. inden. 

Resignation. Mr. Tom C. Fletcher, of Sheftield, 
desired to resign his membership, owing to an accident 
which prevented him from getting about as formerly. 
It was unanimously decided to ask Mr. Fletcher to re- 
consider his resignation, as not only*he but his father 
was an enthusiastic member of the Association, and old 
associations should not be severed. 

The PRESIDENT rose and said he desired to record the 
loss to the Association by the deaths of two members, 
Capt. Thexton, R.a.v.c., of Pontefract, who died abroad 
on active service; and Mr. H. Ty ° He proposed that 
a letter of condolence be sent to the nearest relatives. 
Carried sub silentio, the members upstanding. 

Balance Sheet. The Treasurer presented the balance 
sheet, showing a credit balance of cash at bank £28 8 4 
and a reserve of £50 war bonds. Proposed by Mr. H. 
Pollard, seconded by Mr. S. Wharam, that the balance 
sheet be received and adopted. [Carried.]| 
McK said he thought the insurance of the 

okcase and its contents too low, and proposed that it be 
increased from £50 to £150. Seconded by Mr. Philip 
Deighton. (Carried 


The TREASURER reported on arrears of subscriptions. 
Resolved to refer matter to Council of the Association. 
Forthcoming Election of Council R.U.V.S. A note 
was read from Mr. G. H. Locke, of Manchester, saying 


| 

| 

| 

| 
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he had been nominated for election to Council, and]: 


desired the support of the Societies. 

PrestpEnt said the Council of the Yorkshire V. 
M.A. had nominated as their official candidate Mr. S. 
Wharam, which action was confirmed by the meeting. 

‘ Mr. WHITEHEAD proposed they should join with other 
Societies, as in former years, to secure the return of 
their official candidate. Mr. Crawford seconded, and 
was a by Mr. P. Deighton, and Mr. McKinna. 
[Carried. | 
‘Election of Officers. Mr. McK1nna proposed that 
the present officers be re-elected en bloc. He said they 
had not had their usual complement of meetings, and 
they -hoped now to return to normal conditions. 
Seconded by Lieut-Col. Bowes, and supported by Capt. 
Somers. arried. | 
Mr. S. E. Bampson the retiring President returned 
thanks for his re-election. He had been persuaded by 
the Council to accept office again, and hoped their Sec- 
retary would have better health. There was a great 
amount of work to do, and he should like the meetings 
more regularly as now members were returning to civil 
life they could attend better and all help with recon- 
struction. 

The PresipEnNT introduced the question of insurance 
fees and read a letter, and asked for further discussion. 


NortH MipiaNnp VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


Dear Sir,— At a meeting of the Council of this Assoc- 

iation held at Sheffield on February 18th, the question 
of insurance fees came up for further discussion, and I 
was instructed to inform yon that the Council are 
recommending members of the Association to charge the 
following fees for inspection of animals for insurance 
companies. 
- A minimum of 5/- each animal up to £50 insured 
value, with a rise of 1/- per £10 up to £200. 6d. a mile 
one way extra to be charged if the distance travelled is 
over 3 miles. 

'. I was also instructed to ask all veterinary surgeons 
residing within the radius of the Association to give a 
written guarantee that they would not examine animals 
for insurance companies for fees less than the above. It 
- is only by combination that the fees paid by insurance 
companies can be raised, and seeing that animals are 
now greatly increased in value, and that consequently 
the insurance companies are receiving greatly increasd 
premiums, the present seems the time to get such an in- 
crease. 

- [shall be glad therefore if you will sign the guaran- 
tee at the foot of this letter and return it to me at your 
early convenience. If I do not receive such guarantee 
I} shall take it that you are not in agreement with the 
proposed scale of figures.— Yours faithfully, , 


J.S. Luoyp, F.R.¢.v.s., Hon. Secretary. 
"Town Hall, Sheftield, February 20th. 


Guarantee. 


Thereby agree to accept the above scale of fees for 
veterinary inspection for insurance companies, and 
undertake not to carry out any veterinary inspection for 
-insurance companies at fees less than those mentioned 
‘in the scale. 

‘|... Signature. Address. Date. 

Mr. Hotianp said the Insurance Companies will pay 
more if requested. He had obtained increased fees in 
“many instances in that way. 
Capt, Somers said it had been a scandal for years, and 
the fees should be raised, not only for examinations in 
insurance but in contracts. Some of the Railway Com- 
‘panies paid a ridiculously low contract price ; everyone 
new the extra cost of every thing ; £1 was only worth 


‘about 9/-.. The blacksmiths had raised their prices. All 
“the companies were well able to pay more. 


Mr. McKrnna: The charge per mile is not enough. 
I think 1/3 per mile one way, after the first two miles, 
and a minimum of 5/- would be reasonable. 

Mr. Barser: The minimum that I try to get is 7/6, 
with mileage in addition. 

Mr. Crawrorp thought 5/- minimum and extra for 
mileage, it could not be done under 9d. a mile. 

Mr. WHARAM proposed the Association a the 
agitation for an increase in insurance fees paid to vet- 
erinary surgeons. Seconded by Mr. Deighton. (Carried.) 

The PresIDENT said the recommendations would be 
sent to the Association of Insurance Companies, London, 
which included all Tariff offices. 

Resolved, on the suggestion of the President, to send 
a Jetter to the Secretary, hoping that he would soon be 
well again. 

Mr. WHITEHEAD read a scale of fees recommended by 
a Veterinary Society. Resolved that the subject of vet- 
erinary fees and contracts be put on the agenda for next 
meeting ; in the meantime the Council of Yorkshire V. 
M.A. to prepare a scale of fees for all classes of veterin- 
ary services, and present for discussion. 

The PrestpEnt asked if there were any members wish- 
ful to report interesting cases. - 

Mr. PoLLARD mentioned a case of gathered nail and 
open joint. After treatment had been proceeded with 
the discharge ceased, but lameness continued. The 
owner wrote Mr. Pollard to the effect that he had 
obtained a second opinion, but as the events were recent 
Mr. Pollard had not yet heard who the consultant was, 
but would report at the next meeting. 

Mr. WHARAM recorded a case of simple fracture of the 
humerus. The animal, a 17 h.h. Shire mare, 5 yrs. old, 
bolted whilst the boy was throwing some manure off the 
cart, she went about 100 yards and fell over a low garden 
wall ; was walked home, and was not very lame. The 
accident was on Feb. 13th ; on Feb. 20th the mare was 
reported worse and the humerus was found to be frac- 
tured. There was no suspicion of a fracture when 
examined the day following the accident. The owner 
had exercised the mare, and said the lameness had im- 

roved. As the mare was slaughtered for the Belgians — 
oe unable to produce the bone. 

A vote of thanks to the President for his conduct in 
the chair concluded the meeting. The members present 
were entertained to tea by the Association. 


THE DERBYSHIRE RESOLUTION. 


Sir,—‘ Sceptic” has prescribed a useful affusion for 
application to the megacephalic assembly at Derby, in 
advising them to avoid suicide. How little can they 
know of their own value in the eyes of the show world— 
or indeed of the world of men and things, if they suppose 
that a business recognised as lawful, and with millions 
of capital behind it, can be eee by a fatuous 
attempt to upset agricultural exhibitions by abstention 
from the work of veterinary inspection. 

If members of the profession had the instinct for com- 
bination so highly developed in miners, still they could 
be done without. 

Disintegrating influences are at work, and no single 
act of our governing body has done so much to make 
strife and ill will, and create spies, snobs, and sneaks, as 
the passing of a rule forbidding advertising. By that 
self-denying ordinance we have thrown away the sub- 
stance for the shadow. Where orders used to come in 
for draughts and drenches by dozens, and allowing good 

rofit, we now dispose of nothing more than we prescribe 
or cases Visited, because we have driven the “trade” into 
the hands of great firms with practically unlimited cap- 
ital, and as a rule with a M.R.C.V.S. on the directorate. 
What rot it is to speak of quack medicines when our 
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ievance is that we are not the sellers of it ourselves. 
o will tell us that he honestly believes that the vet- 
erinary medicines sold by reputable firms are not as well 
suited to owners needs as any we can dispense for stock 
purposes, and not specially for individual cases. If there 
is one such reader, what does he think of our leading 
lights in the Army, having to fall back on a proprietary 
dip after killing many animals with unsuitable dressings, 
and failing to deal with sarcoptic mange successfu 
until the said preparation was ompat. So too wit 
lice. None of our preparations will kill nits, and we 
had finally to adopt another proprietary preparation 
which does answer the purpose, and is safe for all 
animals. If a finance act puts a stop to building, it 
should be amended. If we have passed a bye-law 
inimical to our welfare, we should rescind it. The 
attitude of our Derby friends reminds me of a hen with 
one chick which I saw trying to drive a bull out of a 
paddock. 
“Fra Dtavoto.” 


A QUESTION OF PROCEDURE. 
To the Editor of the “ Veterinary Record.” 


Dear Sir,—At the meeting of the Council on January 
10th last, the President ruled that when the vote was 
taken on the report of the Registration Committee, the 
names of the voters one way or the other were not to be 
recorded. 

This means that members of the College are to be 
kept ignorant of how their representatives vote in 
important matters. Presumably the President was 
acting within his powers, but if he had any choice in the 
matter I cannot help thinking that he was ill advised. 

Most of us would like to know how our representatives 
vote, in order to assure ourselves that our confidence has 
not been misplaced and to guide our decisions at future 
elections.— Yours faithfully, 


Poona, India. G. K. Waker, Lt. Col. LC.V.D. 
Feb. 2, 1919. 


INSURANCE FEES. 


I had the assistant manager of one of the large 
Insurance Companies staying with mea short time ago, 
and we were discussing the matter of veterinary fees. 
He stated that it was not the Companies’ fault that the 
fees were so low, but our own fault, as he could produce 
a letter from a veterinary surgeon asking for their work 
at the present low fees; and that until veterina 
surgeons combined so as to stop this writing for wor 
at so low a fee we should never get better treatment, as 
the Companies were only willing to pay 10/-. 

H. Brpsey. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VS. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Mar, 18. 

H. W. Brekke, Hull. £1 1 
J. A. Connell, Major, R.A.v.c. 1 1 
H. H. Hide, Lower Edmonton, 110 
T. Hodgins, Capt., k.a v.c. 110 
T. J. Kenny, Capt., R.a.v.c. 110 
C. Pack, Lymington. 110 
R. A. Philp, Brentwood. 110 
J. Aberdare, Glam. 
J. H. ne, Denbigh. 
J. Stow. Young, Capt., M.c, R.A.v.c. 1 1 0 
Previously acknowledged 667 8 0 

£677 18 O 


AN6LO-FRANCO-BELGIAN VETERINARY Retter FUND. 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C.1. 


bi following Douations are gratefully acknow- 


led 
J. Aitken, Dalkeith £1 
E. P. Barry, Lt. Col. 2nd Life Guards 
J.D. Bremmer, Valentia, Ireland 
T. E. Burridge, Lt. Col. r.a.v.c. 

. A. Bushman, Islington 

. Caton, Mile End, E. 

larkson, Satron, Richmond, Yorks 1 

. U. Dewar, Edinburgh 5 

. A. W. Dollar, London, W. 101 

. R. Edwards, Board of Agriculture 1 

. L. Farrant, Hove 

. J. Fletcher, Wrexham 

. F, Garside, Capt. R.A.v.c. 

. Gibbings, Tavistock 

. A. Harrison, Pluckley 1 

. H. Jelbart, Stow-on-the- Wold 

dge, Lieut. R.A.V.c. 

. Wynn Lloyd, Carnarvon 

. A. Philp, Brentwood 

. L. Roberts, Ipswich 

. M. Scott, Bridgwater 

Sir F. Smith, k.c.M.c., c.B. 

F. T. Stanley, Borough, 8.E. 

O. Stinson, Marden 

Aberdare 

J. ger, Chiswick 

Midland Counties V.M.A. 1 


£60 10 O 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Buckingham Palace, Mar. 1b. 


His Majesty held an Investiture in the Ball Room of 
the Palace. 

The following were severally introduced into the, 
presence of His Majesty, when the King invested them 
with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the 
Orders into which they have been admitted :— 

* * * * 


Tue DistinauisHep SERVICE ORDER. 
Lieut.-Col. Victor Leckie: Major Reginald Mellard., 
War Office, Mar. 13. 


The King has been pleased to confer the Territorial 
Decoration upon the following officers of the Territorial 
Force who have been duly recommended for the same 
under the terms of the Royal Warrant dated Aug. 17, 
1908, as modified by the Royal Warrant dated Nov. 11, 


1918 :— 


* * * * 


Maj.(actg. Lt.-Col.) E. M. Perry, F.r.c.v.s., Maj. R. L. 
Green, Maj. F. J. Taylor. 


Extracts from London Gazette, 
Wark Orrice, WHITEHALL, Mar. 15. 
Recutar Forors. Royat Army VETERINARY. Corps: 


Maj. J. J. Griffith, p.s.0., retires on ret. pay (March 16), 
and is granted the ratik of Lt.-Col. 

Bs J.J. Griffith, n.s.o., relinquishes the actg. rank of. 
t.-Col. (March 2). 

Temp. Capt. G. C, Harding relinquishes his commn. o 
account of ill-health contracted on active’ setvice 


(March 16), and retains the rank of Capt. ~ 
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The grant of the te k of Lt,-Col, to Maj, | at 
e grant of the temp. rank of Lt,-Col. A. J! : 
Thompson, notified Gazette Dec. 1, 1917, 48 ante- Edin: 22nd Nov., 1879, 


dated to Aug. 14, 1916. 
Mar, 19. 
Capt; C. Tracy is placed on ret. list an account of ill- 
health caused by wounds (March 20). 


TERRITORIAL Force, ARMY Corps. 
Mar. 13. 


Capt. F. W. Pawlett to be actg. Maj. whilst holding the 


1). 


appt. of D.A.D.V.S, (March 


‘The R.A.V.C. Comforts Fund. 
Subscriptions and gifts to the above Fund will not 
be received after March 31st. The Committee wish to 
reg all who have so generously assisted in making 
the Fund a success ; and to express the thanks of the 
N.C.Os. and men of the Corps for the many comforts 


they have received, 
E. A. Buenkrnsop, Hon. Sec. 
29/7 Bramham Gardens, 5. 


The death occurred at Wigton on Thursday, 13th 
March, of Mr. Joseph Pears, formerly of Penrith, one of 
the oldest and best-known veterinary surgeons in Cum- 
berland. Deceased, who was in his 91st year, obtained 
his certificate in 1860, and commenced practice in the 
Penrith district. At the time of the dread cattle plague 
(Rinderpest), which ravaged the country in 1866, he 
was one of the chief veterinary inspectors for Cumber. 
land and Westmorland ; he also took a prominent part 
in helping to stamp out outbreaks of foot-and-mouth 
disease. He served a year as President of the Border 
Counties’ Veterinary Medical Association, and in 1889 
was appointed veterinary inspector for the Penrith 
\'rban District. Some years ago he took into partner- 
ship his son-in-law, Mr. T. Bowlas, Penrith, and 
practically retired from active professional work in 1907. 
Mr. Pears celebrated his golden wedding in 1911, and 
his wife died in January last. 


' DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 10 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Rabies. Foot- 
Anthrax and-Mouth | Glanders.t Swine Fever. 
Cases ange. 
Confrmd) ons. | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Ani Sheepl | 
Period. breaks) mals, | Ont- | Ani- reaka| mals. Boab.| Onut- | Slanugh- 
reaks| mals. breaks | tered. * 
Gr, BRITAIN. | | 
Week ended March 15] 8 | 8 8 2 1S j 100 | 283 6 38 16 
1918 8 2 4! 236] 12 24 19 
1917 | 4 | 15 1} 71] on 52 17 
9 | 14 1! 48] 102 888 
Total for 11 weeks, 1919 22| 3] 48 61 19 |, 106 1 1 | 1868 sero | 176] 238 84 
1918 | | 83 7| ‘2s 1628 | 3196] 189] 166 68 
Corresponding 1917 153 | 18) 7 12] 898 | 1907] 305] 463 | 154 
1916 142 | 168 1 2% 16 | 47 | $900 [$2251] 141] 893 | 2768 


(2) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, March 18, 1919 


Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


“Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended March 8 1 1 5 7 8 4 
1 1 4 1 4 
Oorrespon i Week in i 191 eee eee rf 2 . 6 q 39 
Total for 10 weeks, 1919 1 1 85 98 12 42 
1918 ... | 1 | ue 123 4 99 
Worresponding period in { 1917 ... 2 2 - 13 42 277 
i 1916 1 5 eee eee eee 18 154 44 141 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, March 10, 1919 
Week ended March 15 iss 3 f ] 5 
1917... 2 q 38 
Total for 11 weeks, 1919 bie per 1 1 88 108 13 47 
1918 .. 1 1 oul 41 131 4 
Corresponding 1917... | 2 2 1 1 145 a9 | 310 
ia 1916... | 1 | 5 18 161 | 49 | 201, 


Nom 


ment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, March 15, 1919 
figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


— 

t Counties affected, animals attacked :— 


